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impending crisis. They must crush the Royalists before they could deal with the King.
On May i the officers were at a three days* prayer-meeting when news was brought that the whole of South Wales was in revolt. Cromwell decided to set out at once with eight thousand men to relieve the Parliamentary forces, but first he joined in a unanimous resolution, " if ever the Lord brought us back again in peace, to call Charles Stuart, that man of blood, to an account for all the blood he had shed and mischief he had done to his utmost against the Lord's cause and people in these poor nations."
During the next three months the Lord's cause was in considerable danger. On May 21, Kent and Surrey rose for the King, and, on May 27, eight ships revolted from the Parliament and invited the Prince of Wales to take command. All might have gone well for the Royalists if the Scotch, torn by political differences, had not delayed their invasion till July. By that time the Welsh insurrection had been quelled and Cromwell was able to march northward to meet them. In the meanwhile the southern revolt had been reduced by Fairfax to the siege of Colchester, which held out from June 14 till August 27, though on August 17 the Royalist hopes were , finally shattered by Cromwell's defeat of the Scotch army and the capture of its leader, the Duke of Hamilton. Shortly after, the ships under the Prince of Wales were driven by a storm from the mouth of the Thames and had to retire to Holland to refit. The Army was at last completely master of England.
Apart from Cromwell's military genius, the